way. Therefore, the facts described above suggest that the region responsible for the extended substrate spectrum is the R2 loop (residues 289 -310 according to the amino acid numbering system of P99; Figure 1 ).
We fully agree on the comments on the structure of those peculiar cephalosporinases by Sohn et al. 1 In addition, it is well known that a K m value is a simplification for an affinity constant. However, detailed enzymatic constants such as the k 2 /k 3 ratio are reported in specialized journals only. The K m and k cat values remain the most reported constants that are used for the comparison of b-lactamase properties.
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